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News Brief 
 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has directed the newly commissioned Air Force officers to remain 

firm to their pledges being imbued with patriotism. The Prime Minister made the directives while she 

was addressing the Winter President Parade of Flight Cadet Course of Bangladesh Air Force at BAF 

Academy in Jessore yesterday. She asked the BAF personnel to always remain alert to play the role in 

any necessity of the country and the nation apart from protecting the country's independence and 

sovereignty. The PM said, a process is on to set up two new air bases of Bangladesh Air Force in 

Barisal and Sylhet, aiming to improve its strength and capability. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said, her party does not want to see any bloodshed in the 

country. She sought votes for Awami League in the next general election for the continuation of 

development. The Prime Minister was speaking at a public rally at Jessore Eidgah Maidan yesterday. 

The premier said people could achieve the expected prosperity as Awami League remains in power and 

Bangladesh could celebrate the golden jubilee of its independence in 2021 discarding its image as a 

poor country. At the function, the PM inaugurated and laid the foundation stones of 28 development 

projects. 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has asked the university authorities to take realistic steps along with 

suitable curriculums to help the students acquire world-standard knowledge. He came up with the call 

as Vice-Chancellors of three universities- Bangladesh University of Professionals, Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University and Pabna Science and Technology University - called on him 

separately at Bangabhaban yesterday. Earlier, outgoing Principal Secretary of the Prime Minister's 

Office Dr Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury paid a courtesy call on the President in the afternoon.  

 Some 354.20 million textbooks will be distributed today among the students of primary to 

intermediate-level across the country for 2018 academic year. Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid 

will distribute books at Azimpur Girls' School and College while Primary and Mass Education Minister 

Mostafizur Rahman will attend a similar function at Dhaka University playground today. Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated the distribution of free textbooks among students on 

Saturday.  

 The Dhaka International Trade Fair (DITF) 2018 is going to kick off today with a target of bagging 

Tk 500 crore worth of spot export order. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is expected to inaugurate the 

fair. Commerce minister Tofail Ahmed said, Bangladesh will try to focus on its branding through the 

DITF, in which a total of 43 business organizations from 17 countries are taking part. The Minister was 

addressing a press conference on the DITF premises at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the capital yesterday. 

He said, the USA, China, India, South Korea, Iran, Turkey, Nepal, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, Iran, 

Pakistan, Hong Kong, Mauritius, Singapore, Sri Lanka and the Maldives are taking part in the fair to 

showcase their products.  

  New Year 2018 was ushered in through celebrations yesterday night amid tight security as police 

put unprecedented restrictions in Dhaka and other metropolitan cities in a bid to ward off any untoward 

incident. Several hundred students, however, gathered at the Dhaka University just before midnight to 

welcome the New Year. City dwellers celebrated the moment by lighting firecracker and partying. 

President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have greeted the countrymen on the 

occasion of New Year 2018. 

 NBR Chairman Md Nojibur Rahman, also Senior Secretary of the Internal Resources Division 

under the Finance Ministry, has been made the Principal Secretary of the Prime Minister's Office. 

Meanwhile, the government has appointed Md. Nasir Uddin Ahmed as Secretary-in-Charge of the 

Ministry of Information. Earlier, Mr. Nasir Uddin had been serving as an Additional Secretary of the 

same ministry. 
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